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February 20,, 2023 
 
 
To: Representative Kyle Yamashita, Chair, 
 And members of the Committee on Finance 
 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF  
HB 554 HD 2 RELATING TO CAMPUS SAFETY 

 
 

Hawaii Youth Services Network supports HB 554 HD 2 Relating to Campus 
Safety 
 
All students deserve to be protected from sexual abuse, harassment, 
domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking.  If these abuses do occur, it 
is critical that responders understand and apply trauma-informed 
approaches and provide services that do not further traumatize the survivor. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Judith F. Clark, MPH 
Executive Director 
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Kris Coffield, Executive Director  á (808) 679-7454 á kris@imuaalliance.org  
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HB-554-HD-2 
Submitted on: 2/20/2023 8:02:48 PM 
Testimony for FIN on 2/22/2023 2:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Younghee Overly Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Please pass HB554 HD2 to prevent gender based violence at University of Hawaii and to support 
the students.  Mahalo. 
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Emma Stierhoff Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and members of the committee, 

  

My name is Emma Stierhoff, and I am a graduate student at the University of Hawai'i in Hilo. I 
am writing to express my SUPPORT for HB554, which will codify annual prevention and 
awareness programming around sexual assault on UH campuses, and estabish much needed 
supports for survivors of assault including an amnesty policy and guaranteed trauma-informed 
response from UH staff.  

  

I have been highly disturbed to learn of the prevalence of sexual harrassment and assault at UH. 
Although this bill will not fix the whole problem, it is a crucial first step in preventing this 
violence from persisting. No one should be made to feel unsafe as they pursue an education. 
Sexual violence alone is bad enough, but at UH, it also disproportionately impacts marginalized 
groups on campus, making this a significant issue of equity. Meanwhile, among reported 
incidents, 5 out of 6 student survivors in 2021 did not access university resources. The violence 
must end, and until then, student survivors must be able to connect with the necessary resources 
to report the instance, cope, and recover.  

  

Hence, I urge you to pass HB554 to begin the neccessary steps in addressing sexual violence at 
UH. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify, and for your dedication to the health and wellbeing of 
UH students.  

  

Sincerely, 

Emma Stierhoff 

 







 











 







finance11
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 



finance14
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 


	HB-554-HD-2_Daintry Bartoldus
	HB-554-HD-2_Jennifer Rose

